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ROTTNEST ISLAND TASK FORCE REPORT, IMPLEMENTATION 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine - Minister for Tourism) [2.17 pm]:  I want to update the House on the significant 
progress the Gallop Government has made in implementing the recommendations of the Rottnest Island task 
force report.  Members know that the Gallop Government has made a substantial additional funding commitment 
of $20 million in response to this important report.  We are committed to ensuring the future viability of Rottnest 
Island.  To date, 12 recommendations have been fully achieved, and work has started on all of the remaining 89 
endorsed by the Government.  I particularly mention that - 

a recommendation to undertake a thorough occupational health and safety audit has been completed on 
the hotel site.  The Government immediately provided an extra $250 000 to rectify the issues identified, 
and this work is nearly completed.  With a complete redevelopment of the hotel forecourt and 
Hampton’s bar area, Western Australians will now have a family-oriented, safe facility, which will 
enhance their Rottnest experience; 

work has begun preparing the hard stand for a new 600-kilowatt wind turbine, which will be fully 
operational in December.  This is a key achievement in ensuring the sustainability of the island, and will 
deliver fuel savings of up to $500 000 in its first full year of operation; 

the first stage of a $12 million accommodation refurbishment is nearing completion with 52 units at 
Fay’s Bay and Longreach Bay being placed back online from mid-October.  These units have been fully 
renovated; their asbestos roofs have been replaced with metal zincalume, new kitchens and bathrooms 
have been installed and they now have improved comfort features like gas-fired heaters and new 
mattresses.  This marks the start of what will be the most comprehensive refurbishment program ever 
undertaken by any Government in the history of Rottnest; 

legislation is being drafted to simplify the Rottnest Island Authority’s functions and clarify how its 
activities should be financed, as well as amendments to the Rottnest Island Authority Act 1987 to 
ensure a broader range of skills is represented on the board; and 

three new board members have been appointed.  Rob McDonald, Bill Gillson and Susan Murphy 
attended their first meeting on 26 August.  Consistent with the task force’s recommendation for a 
broader range of skills on the board, the three new members’ professional backgrounds, and the existing 
skills base of the current board, provide an excellent mix of commercial, financial and management 
ability to help the authority ensure the island has a sustainable future. 

One of the first task force initiatives endorsed by the board was a revised organisational structure for the 
authority.  The structure has been designed to improve the overall management of the authority’s activities, the 
organisation’s effectiveness and efficiency and to move the island onto a positive financial footing. 

This Government has ensured Rottnest Island remains well and truly “open for business”.  I look forward to 
providing progress reports as further milestones in the Rottnest Island task force report are achieved. 
 


